CHAPTER X
A  MAN IN THE RE-MAKING

OF all the activities of the Soviet Union, the one
that stands in sharp contrast with the activities of any
other country is her attitude towards the character and
habits of the citizens at large. While there had been
despots and rulers who had deliberately and purposely
condemned their people to <f planned backwardness",
ignorance and poverty in order to exploit them, there
had also been Kings and Monarchs, humane oligarchies
and enlightened democracies which have often desired
the good and welfare of their subjects, and have some'
times sought to shape their policy towards this end. But
at the best this has been more of a hope than a purpose.
The Soviet Government from the first made it a funda-
mental purpose of its policy not merely TO BENEFIT
THE PEOPLE WHOM IT SERVED BUT ACTUALLY
TO TRANSFORM THEM. ','We are not only re-
building human society on an economic basis; we are
mending the human race on scientific principles," This
slogan which the sports clubs of Moscow have adopted,
is significant. No sooner did the Bolsheviks came to
.power than they realised that man must be reborn*
This birth of humanity was not a process of mere
physical resuscitation of the latent, deadened mental
sensibilities and potentialities of the individual Far
from believing that human potentialities were mortal
and could not be regenerated, Lenin and his colleagues
thought that the principal object and duty of a Govern-
ment should be to revive drastically these potentialities